
Eugene H. Smith

723 Sutter Avenue
Palo Alto, California

R. Uhlenhaut

Daimler-Benz Aktiengesellschaft
(1/-1-8,) Stuttgart-Unterturkheim
Germa,ny

I take this opportunity to express rrw appreciation for your kind effort
on rJ!9'behalf concerning my purchase of the protot~"Pe 230SL. The ear
was delivered to me in January, and I have been most ploased with it.

_~c i'-
I have driven the car ~. approximately 9,000 miles since i-t "WaS

delivered, including a recent 1,300 mile trip through the Sierra Nevada
mountains in company 'With a 1600s Porsche. The route ineluded tempera-
tures ranging from 32o:F.to 110oF., and altitudes from -120 ft. in
Dea.th Valley to 9,200 ft. over Sonora. Pass. Performance throughout the
trip was excellent, and was apparently uniform throughout the range of
conditions ..

Onthe ba.sis of this experience, I thought commentson the car might be
of interest and useful to you.

Po'war Train
Theent{rp power train has performed faultlessly since receipt of the
CQr. Gasoline consumption for the trip mentioned averaged 17.5 miles
per gallon, despite the tact that a major portion of the distance vn;l.S

driven in se~nd and third gears. Oil consumption is somewhat higher
than t.hat in IlliV 1905L (which will ss the 200,000 kmmark shortly), but
is not inordinate.

Sus~nsion
! have 1"..adreeJ. problems wi:th the suspension system of the car llhich we .

have not been able to correct locally. The problemconsists of' excess-
ive softness and result,ing pitch \lhen a.ccelerating and, more particularly,
braking, to the point that 'WhendriVing at night the lights are lost f'r
extreme front-end dip whenbraking. This results in a hazardous condi-
tion whendoing mediumor high speed night driving. Roll stif:f>:_os, on
the other hand, seeros to be adequate.



The shock absorbers insta.lled 'Then the car 1aS delivered 'fare completely
worn out with only 11,000 ID11es. Whenremoved, they appear to have been
experimental units in that they carried no :factory part number. They
were replaced w1th the heaviest Mercedes shock absorbers that were
available, but this has not., solved the problem.

If' a correction 'has been developed, please inform me. It occurred to me
that ;perhaps a stirfer suspension has been developed f<»: the factory
rally ca.rs, and if thi s is available, I wouldbe inter sted in securing
the appropriate rcplaeement parts.

Brakes
The brakes on the car are excepti ona.1.ly good, and have performed. "inthout
fade through an extreme range of conditions. I did find on the above
mentioned trip that at on point, hart driven rapidly downa steep,
winding road" the front bra.kes had heated to the point that "hen I came
to a halt, lubricant from the };:ing pins was l'Unning onto the backing
plates a.nd smoking badly. I't is theref'ore possible that a heat tran~fer
problem may exist under extreme conditions. I would note, however, that
even under these cendi tions, no brake fade occurred.

I ha.ve noted that en lIlY'car, the rsar drUItl$ are free 'to rotate against
the lug bolts. This is causing wear on the bolts, and 'tends to make
replacement of the bolts during wheel change dLficult. Oneor more
posit'ouing pins might well all€'viate this.

Tires
Tire't-ear on the f~on't, tires has been fairly high, 1-nth the left gO:l.ug to
the cord. with only 6,000 miles. The wear pattern on both has been a.pproxi-
mately t TO inches wide sting apprCh-dmately one inch from the outside
edge of the tire. This :y :ve been co.rrected by a realignment rlhich
has nowbeen accomplished. In add!tien, three of the four tires, \-thich

are Firestone Phoenix~ Mve d.evelop·~da. crack in the out.side s:tde'llall
rubber running the entire circum:i:'erence. I have not been able to
detcrmin - howdeep the crack runs, or whether it represents incipient
struct.ural failure, but though'"it might be worthwhile to bring this to
your attention. I have been carrying 41 psi in th front tires, and 44·
psi in the rear, which seems to have significantly improved roadholding
characteristics.

To date, it has been' impossible to obtain replacement tires in this
country. Mr. Hans Grethe, the local Continental representative 9 has kindly
litgTeed to obtain aome pro-production Continental ttres for Ire, in Order

tha.t I may continue. to m'ive ray ca.r.

Interior
Perhaps the most conspicuous design fa.ult of the 230SL to the driver, is
the placement of the ash tra.y. The problem here is tl1Q ••fold: l) its
location resul t9 in interference 'When sh! ft· ng in seeond and fourth gears



when the 1:id is open, and 2) its loce/cion requires lookJ.ng a:wayfrom the
road t.o use it.

I ,;,oold be interested in obtaining, if it., ware made Illiv'ailableg an
optional relocation of the ash-Gray, whioh mi&ht consist of mounting it
in a lJanel below the da.sh board OVf};1.' t.he transmission. If' this were
donef) I wuld also appreciate having; itllits.11ed in thie panel a n6tch1ng
ammeter and an oil temperature gauge.

A1though 1 personally oove not had particular difficulty 9 so."Uepassengers

have experienced sane cU..ft'iculty in closing the door becamee of the lack
of'a convenient handle nearer the rear of the door t1:l.anthe one prOVided.

at the front. Indenting the arm rest ",auld :perhapsbe an easy solution.

I have found the seats in the car to be rema!'l~bly good, in that 'iihey

pTO"'J'idecomplete comfort, and at the same time hold one firmly:l.:n place
even in high speed cornering.

F nally, I '\-lould lik." to inquir-e 'i'mether it would be possible to secure
factory optional PeJ:'ts to quicken the steering somewhat, and to extend
thG first gear range to ~rl1aps 40 mph.

I am completely enthusiastic abOU"c the 2308L, and feel that in it you
have accomplished a real advance in m<rcor ear design lthich will set the
stendard for years to come. I reeognize that some of the comments and
questions coonerning options would not be applicable to the general
purchaser J and. none of theSE" should be cons1.dered as crt tica.l, or a.s
derogating from ffi¥ appreciation of the car.
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